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NORMAN Bros. & BEARD, | SACRED MUSIC. 
ORGAN BUILDERS. | By E. BUNNETT, Mus. D. Cantab. 


Works : If ye love Me. (Whit-Sunday). Four voices. Octavo 3. 


Chapel Field Road, St. Stephen's Square, fvitmasniy thee» en 


Out of the Deep. 130th Psalm. Solo Tenor, with 


NORWICH Chorus. Octavo... @ pe wee a 7 
, | Twenty-four Hymn Tunes (original). ov “yO 





Octavo 
I eemnmmem Te Deum in E. (Octavo.) Four voices... Ade 
ESTABLISHED 1870. att: i a (Chant form) __,, A iehogal. 
HIT IS eK Oe Sy in G. a a aly 4.2, 4. 


Specifications, Estimates, Designs, etc., sent Free | Dmareied 
on Applicstion. NOVELLO, EWER, & CO., Lonpon ann New York. 


ALFRED KIRKLAND, 
ORGAN BUILDER, 


655, HOLLOWAY ROAD, LONDON, N. 


SPECIALLY DESIGNED CHAMBER © OR CHANCEL ORGANS. 


These Organs are built on College of Organists’ Rules, and are suitable for small Churches or Chapels 





or for Practice. 
SPECIFICATION OF ONE-MANUAL ORGAN. | SPECIFICATION OF SMALL TWO-MANUAL ORGA 
MANUAL Compass CC TO G, 56 NOTEs. GREAT ORGAN CC TO G, 56 NovEs. : 
1. Open Diapason . . - «. « 8S feet 44pipes. | 2 : a o aesek ater, : . ; feet 44 pipes. 
B ° . . ° . 8 ” 12 o . ” 5 ” 
. St assent Treble : : . rian of pele Fs Sieg SWELL ORGAN. CC TO G. 56 NorTEs. 
4. Principal ‘ ‘ } P ie ta ae tee Gon ? : . “B feet ~ 56 pipes. 
5. Lieblich Flute . ‘ Sita es 2. Frincipa . : ean > | hie 86S, 
Pedals Compass CCC to F, 90 Notes Coupled to Keys. | Siete Milian Bee ‘eh iam Nidteieditiatass 
Pine Case, Varnished, with Symmetrically Arranged Front Pipes | Pine Case, Varnished or Stained Walnut, with Symmetrically 
of Best Rolled Zine, Polished. Arranged Front Pipes of Best Rolled Zinc, Polished. 
Price in Factory: FIFTY GUINEAS. | Price in Factory: EIGHTY GUINEAS. 


THE ABOVE ORGANS MAY BE SEEN AT SH HOLLOWAY ROAD 


Estimates for Church, Chapel, and Chamber ‘Organs Carefully Prepared and Sent in on . 


Application. 
REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO. 


Organs Tuned and Kept in Repair by the Year or Otherwise. 
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Professional Motices. 
R. TREFELYN DAVID (TENOR). _ For 


Oratorios, Concerts, Miscellaneous, etc.—16, St. Peter's Street, 
Islington, N. 





ISS JESSIE DIXON (CONTRALTO).— 
117, Chetwynd Road, Highgate, . mp 
ISS EDITH LUKE (SOPRANO), Associate 
Gold Medal, L.A.M., Leading Soprano, Christ Church, West- 


minster Bridge Road. For Concerts, Oratorios.— Letters c/o ‘‘ MusICAL 
Journa” Office, 44, Fleet Street. E.C, 


ISS FLORENCE MONK (SOPRANO). (Pro- 
fessor at King's College Ladies’ Department, Kensington ; 
daughter of the late Professor W. H. Monk, Mus. Doc., King’s College, 
Musical Editor of ‘‘Hymns Ancient and Modern”). For Oratorios, 
Concerts, etc.—Glebe Field, Steke Newington, N. 





R. ARTHUR SELBY (DRAMATIC BARI- | 


TONE). For Concerts, Oratorios, etc.—15, Ballater Road, 
Acre Lane, Brixton, S.W. 


MB. ALEXANDER TUCKER (Principal BASS in 
the City Temple Choir).—s, Eskdale Villas, Brixton, S.W. 


ADAME CLARA WEST (SOPRANO), MISS 

LOTTIE WEST (CONTRALTO).—Of the Crystal Palace, 

London and Provincial Choral Societies’ Concerts, etc.—24, King 
Edward Road, Hackney, London. 


R. F. J. KARN, Mus. Bac. Cantab.; Mus. Doc. 
T.C. Toronto; L. Mus. T.C.L.; gives LESSONS by post or 
personally in HARMONY, COUNTERPOINT, FUGUE, OR- 
HESTRATION, ACOUSTICS, etc., and prepares for Musical 
Examinations. Great success with candidates. Latest successes 
in 1889 and 1890: Durham rst Mus. Bac.; Prelim. Mus. Bac. Cam- 
roy Intermediate Mus. B. London,; Mus, D. and Mus. B. 
T.C.L,; L.R.A.M.; A. Mus. and L. Mus. T.C.L.; F.C.O., and 
A.C.O.; Senior Local R.A.M. and R.C.M. Pianoforte and Theory. 
Upwards of 170 Diplomas and Degrees gained by Dr. Karn’s pupils, 





and 2 Gold Medals. MSS. corrected and revised. Terms very | 


R. MATTHEW KINGSTON teaches Harmony, 
Counterpoint, Canon, and Fugue by Correspondence. Also pre- 

pares for Musical Exams.—Sydney House, West Cliff, Bournemouth. _ 
M®&® JOHN WARRINER, Mus. Bac. (Trin. Coll. 
Dublin), L. Mus. T.C.L., etc., prepares Candidates most success- 


fully for all Musical Examinations and the Profession. at: Td gratifying 
results during past vear.— De Crespigny Lodge, Denmark ill,S.E. 


moderate,—70, Park Road, Haverstock Hill, N.W. 


DEPUTY ORGANIST. Gentleman would act as, 
in return for practice on good organ. North London.- 
Ww. P. S. 1 363, Liverpool Road. 


RGANIST. Advertiser will give his services 
voluntarily. No objection to American Organ.—F. C. H., 83, 
Wendham Road, S.E. 


ANTED, an ORGANIST, about July, for Fuller 
Baptist Chapel, Kettering.—Apply with Testimonials to W. 
Chater, Union Street, Kettering. 


ANTED an ORGANIST to take Sunday and 

Weekday Services at Eltham Congregational Church. Salary 

£25. Member of Christian Church preferred.—Apply by letter, with 
testimonials, to Mr. Marks, Court Yard, Eltham. 


N EW ORGAN MUSIC, by ERNEST H. SMITH, 

F.C.O. “Twilight,” Reverie, 1s. 6d. net; ‘Christmas Eve,” 
Fantasia, 2s. net; Chant Setting of Magnificat, etc., ‘‘easy and 
effective,” 14d.—Specimen, one stamp, from the Author, Westerham, 
Kent ; or Beal & Co., Oxford Circus Avenue, W. 


STRING BAND MUSIC. 
EASILY ARRANGED FOR AMATEUR BANDS. 
A List of Pieces for Mission Services, Concerts, etc., Post Free. 


GUEST’S “STRING BAND MANUAL:” 
Hints for Formation, and Easy Scales, Exercises and Times ‘for 
Beginners. 1s. 6a. 


J. GUEST, 26, IVY LANE, LONDON, E.C. 
33 OLD CORNISH CAROLS. Sco Thou: 


with Composers’ Names. Arranged for Organ or Pianoforte 
Accompaniment by R. H. HEATH (Mem. N.S. P. M. and Trin. Col. 
London), Harmony Cottage, Redruth, Cornwall. Price 2s. net. Choral 
Societies and Choirs at a avenge | reduced price. The Rev. S. BarRInG 
Gou Lp writes :—“‘ It is a great thing to haye saved them; they are very 
interesting and characteristic.” ‘ Exceedingly quaint.” —Vonconformist 
Musical Journal. “Great novelty.”—Graphic, “R. H. Heath has 
done for Cornwall what the Rev. S. Darsag ould has done for Devon.” 
— Western Morning News. ‘* Worthy to be placed in the front rank of 
his class of composition.” —British Bandsman. 





o@ NOW READY. 


FOR CHURCH AND SCHOOL. 
Edited for the Sunday School Union 


BY 


GEORGE 


(Of Norwich), 
ASSISTED IN THE MUSIC BY 


JOSIAH BOOTH, 


SECTION, CONTENTS. 
I.—Forms of Service for Opening Worship. 
Forms of Service for Opening or Closing Worship. 
II.—The Ten Commandments. 
| III.—The Two Great Commandments. 
1V.—The Commandments of Our Lord Jesus Christ. - - 
V.—The Commandments of the Apostles of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
VI.—Beatitudes from the Old Testament. 
VII.—The Beatitudes of Christ. 
VIII.—The Lord’s Prayer. 
| 1X.—The Apostles’ Creed, 
| Ee ice. 
X1.—Anniver: of a Sunday School. 
X11.—Easter Sunda . 4 
| 
| 


xu oe cae 
.—Harvest Thanksgiving. 
XV.—Christmas, , 


XVII.—New Year. 
XVII].—ANTHEMS. 


Crown 8v0, 256 pp. Cloth turned in, price 2s, ; Cloth Boards, Gilt 
Lettered, 2s. 6d. 


| WORDS EDITION. 
| Foolscap 8vo0, Paper Covers, price 2d.; Printed Cloth, 3d. ; Cloth, 6d. 


London: SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 56, Old Bailey, E.C. 





JUST PUBLISHED. 
Sunday School Festival Anthem. 


“CHRIST’S INVITATION TO CHILDREN.” 
Composed by F. C. HATHAWAY, 
And Specially Arranged for Choir and Scholars (Alternating and Tutti). 
Should be given at Morning and Evening Services. 
Just the Anthem Needed. 
' Price Sixpence. 
WEEKES & CO., HANOVER STREET, LONDON. 


'T’O CHORAL SOCIETIES, CHOIRS, etc.—On 

receipt of One Shilling we send (post free) Sample Parcel of 
Effective ANTHEMS and GLEES, all seasons.—Wi cock Bros., 
Music Publishers, 26, Moorfields, London. 





N SALE.—THREE-MANUAL AND PEDAL 

ORGAN, Fourteen Stops ; blown by Hydraulic Engine. Suit- 
able for place of worship or professional.—Apply, J. Murgatroyd, Belle 
Vue Organ Works, Bradford. 


“TTYOWER’’ ORGAN WORKS. Specifications, 

: Rebuilding, Repairs, Voicing and Tuning by experienced 
Artists. Pipes and Fittings. Second-hand Organs and Materials.— 
T. R. Willis (from Minories), 45, Leman Street, Toten, E 


+ 3 R. WILLIS (from Minories, estd. 1827), Maker 
e and my, of Brass and Wood Instruments, Harmonium 
Reeds, Strings, Wire, Violins, Concertinas, etc.—45, Leman Street, E. 


()RGAN PRACTICE (near City), 1s. per hour, 


| upon a complete instrument—three manuals and independent 
| te pega, etc., blown by engine.—Willis (from Minories), 45, Leman 
Street, E. 


ORGAN VOLUNTARIES,. 


Three short Andantes (complete), 1/6 net. 
Allegretto Grazioso in E flat,1/6net. Andantino in F, 1/- net, 
By WALTER PORTER, \F.C.O. 


“ These are short, easy, and effective. The composer has a fund of melody at 
his command, and writes in a refined and musicianly style, not unworthy of Henry 
Smart."—Musical Times, 


Lonpon : NOVELLO & CO.;:1, BERNERS STREET. 
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“Che Drganist’s Magazine of 
Coluntaries.” 


“Tue first number of The Organist’s Magazine of | 
Voluntaries is now before the public, and our 


readers will be able to form some opinion of its 


merits. 
In issuing this publication we feel confident we 


-are supplying a widespread want. Many organ- 


ists, unfortunately, have not much time to spare 
for practice, consequenty they require fairly simple 
pieces for voluntaries. There are, we know, many 
-such compositions which would exactly suit their 
need ; but, generally speaking, they are issued in a 
series, and the majority of the pieces are much 
too difficult for an ordinary amateur. Our aim, 
therefore, is to give moderately easy but really 
effective -voluntaries,; all.of which can: be! played 
without any lengthened study. 

We shall include various kinds of compositions 
—some suitable as opening voluntaries, some as 
outgoing voluntaries, and others for offertory 
purposes. They will all be original, and not 
“‘ arrangements.” We have already accepted com- 
positions from a number of composers, so the 
-Magazine will contain varieties of style. 











Each number will consist of six or seven full- 
sized oblong pages of music, well printed, on good 
paper. The title-page, owing to its pretty and 
artistic design, we believe will meet with very 
general approval. 

We propose to issue the Magazine on 1 the first 
of every alternate month. Many correspondents 
have suggested that it should be published monthly. 
At present, however, we cannot see our way to do 
that. 

The price is One Shilling and Sixpence net per 
number, or Six Shillings per annum to subscribers. 
In order that our friends may judge of the publi- 
cation, we-will forward the first three numbers 
post free on payment of Three Shillings. After 
seeing those numbers we venture to hope they 
will so appreciate the work as to become annual 
subscribers. 


As our desire is to meet the wants,of organists ° 


generally, we shall be glad to receive opinions or 
suggestions as to improvement or further develop- 
ment of the Magazine. We shall also feel obliged 
if our readers will help us by bringing it before 
the notice of all organ players. 


JOrise Competition, 
Our offer of a prize of two guineas for the best 
setting of ‘‘ Come, let us join our cheerful songs !” 


| has brought forth many excellent compositions from 


writers in England, Wales, and Scotland, and also 
from Germany. 

Some of the competitors evidently did not carefully 
read the particulars of the competition. We stated 
distinctly that we wanted ‘‘an arrangement specially 
suitable for Church and School anniversaries ;” but 
two or three of the pieces contain fugues, which for 
all schools and many churches are certainly 
not suitable. From a musical standpoint these 
arrangements are highly creditable ; but they are 
not adapted for the purpose we have in view. 

After carefully examining .all the compositions 
sent in, two—viz. those signed “ Caledonia” and 
“ What cheer ?”—seemed to us to best conform to 
our conditions. Both compositions contain points of 
excellency,:and it was a difficult matter to deter- 
mine which was the better of the two. Finally we 
came to the conclusion that the one signed “ Cale- 
donia ” should receive the prize. On opening the 
envelope that accompanied the composition, we 
found the writer was— 


Mr. Wo. Henry MAxriEp, Mus. Bac. Tor., F.C.O., 
The Downs, Bowdon, 


to whom we have forwarded a cheque for two 
guineas. .We hope to publish the piece in the 
course of a month or so. 

The compositions signed “Con Amore,” “Frank,” 
“ Simplicitas,” ‘‘Laus Deo” (Battersea), “Ten 
Million,” are highly commended. 

So much interest has been shown in the above 
contest that we have decided to have 


ANOTHER COMPETITION. | is 


We offer a prize of two guineas and a second 
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prize of one guinea, for the two best Festival 
Anthems. We want compositions specially suitable 
for Church or Sunday School Anniversaries. We 
leave composers to select their own words. We 
have no objection to a setting of a hymn provided 
it is not copyright. A reasonable amount of 


unison writing is desirable, considering the charac- | 


ter of the service for which the anthems are re- 
quired. Compositions should not exceed eighty 
bars in length. 

Compositions must be sent to our office, 44, 
Fleet Street, London, E.C., on or before June 1st 
next. 

Each composition must be marked with a nom 
de piume, and must be accompanied by a sealed 
envelope, containing the name and address of the 
composer. 

The successful anthems shall become our copy- 


‘ right on payment of the prizes. 


Unsuccessful compositions will be returned if 
stamped addressed envelopes are sent us for that 
purpose, 

We reserve the right to withhold the prizes 
should we consider there are no compositions of 
sufficient merit. 

Our decision in all matters relating to the com- 
petition shall be final. 





WE are glad to hear that so far as numbers are 
concerned, the success of the Nonconformist Choir 
Union Festival, at the Crystal Palace, on June 6th, 
is already assured. So great was the demand by 
choirs wishing to take part, that, in a very few days 
after the books of music were ready, every copy 
was sent out, much to the disappointment of many 
who applied too late. For months past we have 
urged an early application. Choirs who have been 
negligent of our advice, therefore, have only them- 
selves to blame. They must be earlier next year. 





Mr. MinsHALt proposes holding rehearsals as 
follows :—Stockport, on the 4th inst.; Brighton, 
13th; Burton-on-Trent, 21st; Nottingham, 22nd ; 
City Temple, 26th ; Oldham, 27th; Chester, 28th ; 
Oswestry, 29th; City Temple, June 2nd; North- 
ampton, June 3rd. He will also visit. Kettering, 
Folkestone, and Ipswich, but the dates are. not 
yet finally fixed. Other rehearsals will also be 
arranged in a few days. 





Mr. J. Spencer CuRWEN has a very interesting 
article entitled, “ Shall we give up Congregational 
Singing ?” in last month’s Sunday at Home. As 
may be presumed, Mr. Curwen is strongly in favour 
of the people taking an active part in the Service 


of Praise. He well puts it thus: “The voice is the | 


natural expression of feeling. Let some one tread 
on your toe, and you say ‘Oh!’ at once; you do 
not request a person on the other side of the room 
to say it for you. Here is the philosophy of con- 
gregational singing. What we, feel we speak, and 
the act of speaking makes us feel the more; while 
the consciousness that we are surrounded by others 
whose thoughts and voices move with our own, 
excites and impels us anew. There is no doubt 
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that the average Englishman would rather try to 
sing himself than be sung to.” 


At the same time Mr. Curwen very wisely 
thinks that, where there is a capable choir, they 
should sing an anthem alone, while the congrega~ 
tion devoutly listen. Many cultured people find 
this a profitable exercise, and it gives the choir 
something to work up. As we have frequently 
pointed out, congregations cannot possibly sing 
anthems correctly without practice ; and as they 
never attend rehearsals, anthems of any degree of 
difficulty would never be heard in church at all, 
unless sung by the choir. 


How frequently the “pillars of the Church” think 
the musical service of little or no moment, and some- 
thing to be “put up with.” An instance of this. 
has recently come to our notice. A chapel is being | 
built in one of the most important towns in the 
country by one of our principal denominations. 
No experse is spared to make the structure attrac- 
tive, and salary is no object provided a really good 
minister can be got to undertake the pastorate. 
But what about the music? It will hardly be- 
believed that the authorities proposed to purchase- 
a second-hand organ for £80, and that was to 
suffice to lead the service of praise! Such a dis- 
regard of the worship music of the Church deserves. 
severe condemnation, 








Tue programme for the Handel Festival at the- 
Crystal Palace is now made up. For the ‘Selec- 
tion Day” (Wednesday, June 24th) there will be 
several novelties, viz., the overture, a tenor air, 
and three choruses from the setting of Psalm xcv.,, 
the overture to Semele, the overture to Giustino, . 
a minuet from Berenice, and a bourrée from the: 
“Water Music.” The Messiah and Israel in Egypt 
will be given on June 22nd and 26th respectively 
as usual, 





Tue Tonic Sol-fa Jubilee will take place in July. 
One of the most important engagements will be the- 
service in St. Paul’s Cathedral, when it is estimated 
that at least 10,000 persons able to sing from note 
will take part. Bishop Mitchinson, who, when at 
Barbados, trained a choir of coloured people on 
the Sol-fa system, will be the preacher. A more 
appropriate choice could not have been made. 


gPusic in the Scottish Churches. 
(From our own Correspondent.) 


My remarks on the subject of hymn-tune tinkering in: 
last issue have brought me communications which show 
that the feeling against the practice is even stronger than 
I had imagined it tobe. A Glasgow organist and choir- 
master, of high standing, writes: “A certain Psalter and 
Hymnal which I am forced to use are a disgrace. Many 
of the tunes are transposed as well as tinkered, and the: 
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whole work is so unsatisfactory that in —— Church I 
had.to make little MS. books of tunes for our private 
use.” This MS. copying of the old arrangements is a 
tedious work, but it is forced on organists who desire 


to have anything like a decent musical service. Thecon- | 
-gregations persist in singing all the old tunes in the old | 


way, and the effect of two versions being sung at the same 
time is certainly anything but conducive to devout feel- 
ing. And why should congregations be asked to learn 
a new way, which is not a better way, simply to please 
meddling editors and hymnal committees? There is 
evidently, as I have said, strong feeling on this matter 
on the part of many Church musicians, and I should like 
to hear some of your readers’ views on the subject. 

The United Presbyterians are also dissatisfied with 

their Hymnal, and proposals are being made in various 
-quarters to have it revised and enlarged. In speaking 
to such a proposal in the Glasgow Presbytery, the Rev. 
A. R. MacEwen argued that, in the matter of hymns 
used in public worship, the Church must not remain 
stationary, but be ever advancing, adapting their hymns 
‘to changing phases of Church life and thought. The 
United Presbyterian Church, he said, had always taken 
the lead in this matter, and, no doubt, their Hymnal 
was at one time the best in use in any of the Presbyterian 
bodies; but the time had now come when the collection 
must be not only enlarged but revised. There were 
very serious omissions, the most notable being the almost 
complete absence of hymns of a bright and cheerful 
character. Hymns which expressed a doleful and _re- 
signed and contented mood were plentiful enough ; but 
if they searched for hymns embodying the thought that 
Christian life had a bright and cheerful spirit in it, they 
might look almost in vain: There was also a special 
need for enlargement in the collection of hymns for 
use among the young, and they were sadly in want 
of hymns for special occasions. For instance, when 
marriages took place in church, they had not such a 
thing in their hymn-book as a hymn adapted for that 
purpose. Mr. MacEwen also objected to the tunes as 
being in, very many cases unsuitable for congregational 
use, and he thought their Hymnal faulty in respect of 
the almost complete exclusion from it of old Scottish 
‘music. Anothér member of Presbytery, Mr. Brown, 
said it was perfectly evident to any person who attended 
to the praise of their churches, that it would not com- 
pare now in heartiness, full voice, and true worship 
with what some of them could recall in earlier days. 
Undoubtedly that is the case, whatever may be the 
reason for it. But why not give a Scotch editor a 
chance of seeing what he can do? Each of the three 
Presbyterian Hymnals is edited by an Englishman, 
which is either a reproach to Scotland, or a disgrace 
to the authorities of the respective Churches who made 
the appointments. Such a man as Mr. Carnie, of 
Aberdeen, could have given either of the Churches a 
far better Psalter and Hymnal than any of them now 
possess, 

Apropos of congregational singing, Mr. Sinclair, of 
Broxburn, rebuked his congregation the other Sunday 
for the listless way in which they joined in the praise. 
It was often, said he, left wholly to the precentor and 
choir. Some parents did not grudge to pay for their 
children learning to dance for the devil; but no effort 
was made to have them trained in music, the only 
portion of God’s services they were requested to take 
part in. This “hint,” as the local reporter mildly terms 
it, had a marked effect on the singing during the re- 
mainder of the service. Such a pointed reference as 
this might not be without good results in other quarters 
where a like apathy exists. I trust all your readers 
have seen Mr. Curwen’s interesting article, on ‘‘Con- 


' gregational Singing,” in the April Suaday at Home. 


Mr. Curwen’s views on the subject are well known; 
they are on the right side, and deserve the earnest 


attention of all Church musical workers. If1 understand 
him rightly, Mr. Curwen has no great sympathy with 
the Sunday concert movement, which has this season 
set in with great severity in Scotland. But if we cannot 
get. the people into the churches otherwise than by 
giving them a programme of good music, what is to be 
done? Experience is worth a lot of theorizing, and | 
may be permitted to say that three times this season 
I have filled to overflowing, the church which I serve, 
by good programmes of classical music, rendered by 
the best vocalists at my command. We have bright 


| services at other times, an earnest, hard-working minister 











who is an excellent preacher—and yet, very often, there 
is the “ beggarly array of empty benches.” What is the 
reason ? Is it not becoming more and more evident 
that the people are getting tired of the:old conventional 
service, with its four or five psalms and hymns and its 
too often tiresome sermon? Many worthy persons are 
actually relieved when they learn there is to be no 
sermon! The churches have to consider the working 
classes more than any other, and it is instructive to 
find the ‘‘working man” in large numbers giving, in 
the newly-started Modern Church, his reasons for not 
attending the Sunday services. To a very great extent 
these reasons are as I have just stated above. I am 
quite certain we in Scotland are drifting towards only 
one service of the usual kind on Sundays; this will be 
a forenoon service, the other will be in the evening, 
and will be largely musical, with no sermon. It may 
be years before we reach this, but we shad/ reach it, 
inevitably. 

Mr. J. K. Strachan, a distinguished pupil of Mons. 
Guilmant, and now busily engaged in Glasgow, has 
been lately devoting much of his time to organ recitals, 
and has been playing so far with good results. He 
proposes giving a grand organ recital, with Mr. Ludwig 
as’ vocalist, on the fine Willis organ in the Aberdeen 
Music Hall next autumn, and he has also arranged for 
a return visit of Mons. Guilmant to Glasgow in December 
next. Mr. Strachan tells a good story regarding his 

laying on one occasion of Chauvet’s pretty Andantino 
in D flat. The tuner was inside the organ, and hearing 
the continuous A flat speaking on the top of the theme, 
the player felt him knocking at the keys inside, trying 
to cure the imaginary “ sticking.” 

I regret to have to record the death of Mr. Newsome, 


| organist of Grange Parish Church, Fdinburgh. He 


began his career as a choir-boy in Rochester Cathedral, 
and was for several years organist at Fetteresso, near 
Stonehaven. His death is all the more sad, that he 
was but quite recently married. The congregation, I 
understand, handsomely subscribed about £50, in order 
to send him to the country, but he was too weak to be 
moved. 


Notes.—7he Modern Church, a new Scottish reli- 
gious weekly, proposes to devote a column of its space 
fortnightly to the subject of music in the church.—South 
Parish Church, Dundee, is about to have an organ at 
a cost of £700. For the post of organist, to which a 
salary of £50 is attached, there were forty-eight can- 
didates.—In a Kirtiemuir (Forfar) Church the other 
Sunday a woman is said to have hurled her Bible from 
the gallery where she was sitting at one of the male 
members of the choir who had fallen asleep! 


J. CuTHBERT HADDEN, 
[Information on all. points of interest to Scottish 
musicians will gladly be received for this column 
by the writer, addressed to 2, St. Fillan’s Terrace, 
Edinburgh] 
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OBusic at the Iresbpterian Church, | 


Brunswick Street, ABanchester. 


INCLUDED amongst the best known Manchester 
churches is Brunswick Street Church, familiarly 
spoken of as “Rigby Murray’s.” Passing along 
Oxford Road, or Ardwick Green, its lofty and 
elegant spire forms a conspicuous landmark. 
Whatever the surroundings were in its early days 
it is now the centre of a densely populated neigh- 


bourhood, of which we saw abundant evidence on | 


the occasion of our recent visit, one cold, damp, 
Sunday evening. 

The church is built of stone, in the Gothic style, 
somewhat rich in details, the front elevation with 


rather imposing. We arrived in good time, were 
supplied with books containing words and music, 
and shown to seats in a favourable position in the 
gallery for seeing and hearing. The church is 
not so large internally as we anticipated from 
seeing the exterior. It has, however, a comfort- 
able appearance, and is neatly decorated. The 
pulpit and organ occupy positions at opposite ends, 


the latter being placed in a lofty recess on the | 


ground floor, the choir seats being in front. The 
organ, which was erected about fifteen years ago 
by a local firm, contains twenty-three sounding 
stops distributed on two manuals and pedals, and 
is of considerable power, with sufficient variety 
for all requirements likely to be made upon it. 
The design is rather an unusual one, the centre 
being kept very low, so as to interfere as little as 
possible with the fine window behind. However, 
it has the great advantage of permitting egress of 
sound from the organ. 

By the time for service a large congregation had 
assembled, the body of the church and the two 
side galleries being comfortably full. The choir 
also, numbering twenty-four voices, had meanwhile 
taken their places, and Mr. Wilde commenced 
playing the prelude (extempore) making suitable 
use of the diapasons in the swell, varied with 
solos on the gamba and flute. We regret the 
we are unable to give Mr. Wilde’s portrait, more 
especially as illness prevented him sitting jor that 
purpose. The opening voluntary was made to 
serve as an introduction to the Introit, “ Will God 
in very deed?” (Goss), which was sung by the choir 
sitting. Considerable attention was given to light 
and shade by both choir and organist, but we were 
not able to distinguish the words where we sat. A 
short prayer followed, which was succeeded by 
Hymn 217, “Worship the Lord,” to Moredon, a 
very beautiful tune, replete with melody and har- 
mony, by Henry Smart. Would that we had 
more such tunes! This hymn was sung with 
spirit, choir and congregation keeping well to- 
gether. The reading of the first lesson came next 
in order, after which followed Hymn 216, “God 
reveals,” to Groningen, by Neander. We greatly 
enjoyed this, which was most heartily sung, and 
all the more effective owing to careful attention to 
the marks of expression given in the hymn book. 
The organ was here used with the best effect. 


| 


Prayer was again offered, after which came Chant 


| 65, ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul!” sung to, two 


double chants by Woodward and Havergal. The 


| revised version by Mr. Murray was used, and we 


rae : : ; ith | minister alone. 
its fine spire and large traceried window being 


| possesses a sweet voice, 








had some little curiosity in hearing it used 
in public worship. Psalm pointing is a subject 
upon which there has been great contention 
and variety of opinion. The chanting here 
was fairly good, and perhaps the recitation was as 
uniform as we could expect from a large congre- 
gation, most of the people appearing to take part 
in it. The basses in the choir apparently found 
considerable pleasure in the high notes of the first 
strain of Woodward’s chant. 

The Lord’s Prayer was now repeated by the 
This was followed by a solo,. 
Handel’s “ Angels, ever bright and fair,”. very 
nicely sung by a lady member of the choir, who 
The organ part was 
judiciously treated, never unduly obtruding upon 
the singer’s domain. Next in order came the 
sermon, or lecture, by the Rev. W. Rigby Murray,. 
the subject being ‘Bible Pictures for Young and 
Old,” which, to enlarge upon, does not come within 
our province. Theconcluding hymn, 207, “ The 
day Thou gavest now is ended,” was sung to an 
exceedingly sweet tune, St. Clement, by the Rev. C. 
C. Scholefield, and was apparently much enjoyed 
by all. The offertory, on behalf of the Hospital 
Fund, was now taken, during which the choir sang 
Mendelssohn’s setting of “As pants the hart.” 
This did not receive a very good rendering, the 
leads being a little uncertain, causing a slight 
feeling of apprehension at times. We thought a 
little more rehearsing would have effected an. 
improvement in this respect. The Benediction. 
was afterwards pronounced, and the service was. 
brought to a conclusion by Mr. Wilde playing the 
“ March des Phantomes,” by Scotson Clark. 

It will be readily conceded that the order of ser- 
vice at this church offers remarkable variety, and 
that the authorities attach great importance to the 
musical portion of the service, which is amply 
provided for. With regard to this, much of course 
depends upon the minister of the church. Here, 
during the progress of the service, there was no. 
abridgment of the hymns, no signs of impatience 
or weariness. On the contrary there were hearty 
participation and evident enjoyment. A word of 
commendation is also due to the choir. It is cre- 
ditable that out of a roll of twenty-six members they 
assembled twenty-four strong on the unpleasant 
evening of our visit. We were pleased to observe 
that they were punctually in their places. 

The encouragement given to music here, if 
combined with careful rehearsing, should place 
this church, musically, in one of the best positions 
amongst the Nonconformist churches of the city 
of Manchester. 





Mrgans and Organ Committees. 


ALL concerned in the promotion of good music in our 
Nonconformist Churches must from time to time be 
painfully reminded of the rarity of really good organs 
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amongst us. There is no doubt that the complete 
success of many a musical service is marred by the 
fact of the accompaniments having to be played on an 
indifferent instrument, deficient in almost every musical 
quality—the foundation tone coarse or feeble, without 
dignity, the reeds snarly and uneven, the pedal organ 
represented by a solitary stop that has to do duty as 
a bass for every combination, and suiting none; the 
mechanism obsolete and worn-out, presenting constant 
obstacles to phrasing and clear execution by the 
organist, without which the music is robbed of its life 
and colour. None of these drawbacks can be esti- 
mated at their true value by a general audience, who 
go away charitably comparing what they have heard 
with the last service they heard in Westminster Abbey 
or St. Paul’s Cathedral. The organist, knowing the 
old adage of the workman and his tools, honestly tries 
his best to overcome his difficulties without grumbling, 
and inwardly prays for the early total collapse of the 
instrument. Let us suppose that this occurs. What 
is the next step ? 

If there be fortunately one or two individuals of 
influence in the congregation, who know what a good 
organ is, and how to set about getting one, all may be 
well, and to such cases this article need not apply. 
But this will be the exception, and not the rule. 

Probably a committee will be appointed to inves- 
tigate the state of the organ. They will most likely 
be persons selected for a vague reputation they may 
possess of knowing something about music. Probably 
the aggregate knowledge of the whole committee would 
not qualify them to pass the most elementary test, and 
of organs their knowledge may be wz/. Well, their first 
duty is to investigate. They ask the organist what is 
the matter; and the reply is, that the organ is worn 
out, and had best be replaced by another. This is 
disputed by some member of the committee, who 
remembers how this instrument was bought second- 
hand from some church only twenty years ago, what 
a beautiful instrument it was, and how it was only 
parted with by the sellers to make room for a bigger 
one; how enormous expense was incurred in removing 
it, adding new stops, and adapting it to its altered 
position—all done by our neighbours, Messrs. Patchum 
& Spoiler, the local builders. He says it is a sin to 
throw all this money away, the organ is good enough 
for him, and he shall strongly oppose any proposal for 
a new organ, but insist upon its being “just repaired 
and done up a little.” He will, in nineteen cases out 
of twenty, be backed up by the minister, who looks 
upon organist and choir as a rival institution, to be 
checkmated on every possible occasion. The organist 
(if he be admitted to the meeting at all) will point out 
that the sin of waste of money was really committed 
in the first instance, when, in the eagerness to get a 
cheap bargain, an instrument was purchased which 
was unsuitable to its new position, and incompetent 
builders were employed to enlarge and rebuild. it. 
Bound down by a contract, cut down to starvation 
point, they had no interest in doing more than just 
deliver the organ in barely passable working order, 


‘knowing that they could easily evade complaints by 


throwing the blame on the original builder. During 
the twenty years the organ has never been cleaned; 





and only tuned when it could be borne no longer, and 
its inevitable end hastened by neglect and parsimony. 
The other members of the committee have come 
without any ideas on the subject, and meekly follow 
the lead of the minister and his cantankerous ally, and 
the organist is outvoted. We draw a veil over the 
transactions with Patchum & Spoiler, who again get 
the job of tinkering up the organ, and over the sub- 
sequent miseries of the organist, whose hopes had 
been rudely dashed. Suffice it to say, that only the 
exercise of great patience and forbearance enable him 
to prevent himself from relapsing into perfunctory 
performance of his duties upon an instrument which 
constantly offends his ears and nerves. 

Such a man should have his reward: let us see how 
he gets it. By-and-bye, after a lapse of years, even 
Patchum & Spoiler, thinking they may this time 
get an order for a brand-new instrument, are loud in 
their protestations that nothing more can be done for 
the instrument (though latterly it has been a source of 
income to them, and of course it is not absolutely 
certain that they can get a majority on a committee 
to ensure them the new order). Even they see that 
the end is come. The hostile minister has removed 
to another charge, his cantankerous ally is “gone over 
to the majority,” a new minister with musical pro- 
clivities is in charge, and things are prosperous in the 
congregation. Certainly, our friend the organist may 
look forward, with some degree of hope, to getting a 
“musical instrument” in place of the hateful kist 
o’ whustles” which has so long marred his efforts to 
improve the services of his church. 

He is a man of taste and observation, and has for 
years past taken every opportunity of informing himself 
on the characteristics of the work of the leading organ- 
builders—recoiling with horror from the idea that his 
old déte-noir will be replaced by any other than a 
thoroughly artistic instrument. He has no notion of 
having an organ two or three times too big for the 
building, but would vastly prefer to see the money laid 
out in good materials and careful voicing, and tone- 
work artistically balanced to suit the purpose and 
position of the organ. It would be well if the church 
authorities would accept his advice, and go to a well- 
known builder, who has a reputation to lose, and who 
will take faithful interest in carrying out the order with 
credit to himself and pleasure to his clients. Again, 
a committee is appointed, but this time there is no 
proposal to patch up the old organ. The organist 
gives the result of his years of observation; the newly 
appointed committee, who have no such education, 
coldly regard his ideas as visionary, and ridicule the 
idea of giving Mr. Mellowtone £500 for his work, 
when Patchum & Spoiler will build an organ nearly 
twice the size for the same money. Our friend the 
organist is again outvoted. Tenders are invited from 
about a score of different builders, of whose work the 
committee have no knowledge; the biggest and most 
showy specification carries the day, and the momentous 
question of spending £500 to the best advantage is 
settled by a number of estimable people, who know 
nothing whatever of what they are doing, on the princi- 
ple of getting the most show for their money, and being 


able to crow to their constituents, the congregation, — 
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that they have got more stops for their £500 than 


the church down the street got for £600. The new 
organ comes; it is opened by Mr. Smiler, F,C.O. 
Here and there you may méet with a remark, ‘Such 
and such a stop sounded very nice, but don’t you think 
the general tone rather shrill;” this is answered by the 
builder to the effect that “it will always be so with 
new organs, the mellowing hand of time may be 
trusted to improve that.” Needless to say, no such 


thing occurs; the organ very soon shows signs of | 


decrepitude, and: before long is as great a scourge to 
the organist (if he, has survived his last disappointment) 
as the previous instrument, 

It will be many years (if ever) before the com- 
mercial spirit afd government by committee resign 
their sway in matters of art. 





You cannot make a silk 


purse from a sow’s ear, or expect a fine picture from | 


a sign-painter. 
at a price that will pay for nothing but cheap labour | 
and poor material, If buyers of organs have not the 
knowledge and experience themselves, it will pay them 
to engage the assistance of a professional man of 


standing, whose certificate the builder knows he must | 


honestly earn. Then, if they get an organ they prize, 
let them have it regularly overhauled at frequent stated 
periods. To allow any organ to get choked with dust 
and dirt is to ensure its irretrievable and early ruin. 
These remarks, though founded on fact, are not.the 
history of any particular case, and must not be taken as 
reflecting on any particular person. No doubt, however, 
the cap will fit in scores of cases. 








Drgan Coluntaties. 


A MONTH or two ago several correspondents suggested 
that we should, if possible, publish a list of the Volun- 
taries played at some of our leading chapels during the 
previous month. Mr. G.. F. Grundy, the organist of 
Longsight Wesleyan Cha oe. , Manchester, gives a twenty- 
minutes’ recital before Evening Service every Sunday, 
and the programme for three months is printed. The 
following is the list of pieces for March, April, and 


May :— 
1891, **O Sanctissima.” Sicilian Sane Lux. 
Marcu 8. Pastorale « Guilmant. 
» 15- March F undbre et Chant Séraphique . . Guilmant. 
Air varied inG . Lemmens. 
» Be “Surely He hath borne our griefs "Messiah) Handel. 
“And with His stri ° i 
** All we like shee aoe gone astray” ° ” 
“* He was despise 
a). 29% March Religieuse on ‘theme from Handel's 
(Easter Day) _ “Lift up your heads” . Guilmant, 
Air. ‘‘ But Thou didst not leave” "(Messiah) Handel. 
ApriL 5 . Paraphrase. ‘‘ Moses in —": A Rossini. 
Grand CheurinC  . ° . Chauvet. 
March Religieuse st 
» 2 . Air with variations. “ God preserve the 
Emperor”, . Chipp. 
Adagio. ‘‘ Sonata Pathétique” . Beethoven. 
» 19 . Symphony in C Minor (Allegro moderato, 
Andante, — ONT er ted ‘ Spohr. 
Andante . . «... « Silas. 
» 26 . March. £7 ‘ ; . ‘ ‘ . Costa. 
Largo Cantabile . Haydn. 
Pastoral Sympathy. Light of the World . Sullivan. 
May 5. ‘* When His loud voice” (Fephtha) . . Handel. 
Ps 7 now contract’ ra . dd be 
“Watt her, angels” mm 
» 1o  . Sonata. No. 6 (Choral with variations 
Fugue, Adagio) . . Mendelssohn. 
» 17.» War March of the Priests. ‘A thalie ; ‘ of 
Air with variations. ‘Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” . é 7 é j « Haydn. 
», 24 « AllegrovivaceinD~ . ° Silas. 
Tied ohne worte. No.1 Mendelssohn. 
Andante in A flat... Hatton. 
» 3t . OffertoireinF . ° Wély. 
Larghetto. Clarinet Quintet °. Mozart. 
Adagio. ‘ Prayer :. Lisst. 


Nor can you expect to get a fine organ 


| 
| 
| 
| 








Monconformist Church. Organs. 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, CHELMSFORD. 
Built by Alfred Kirkland, 655, Holloway Road, 


London, N. 
Great Organ, CC to G, 56 Notes. 

Feet. Pipes. 
1. Open Diapason . 4 . - ~~ ee ee 
2. Gamba ; ; , , ; OB! 46 
3. Salicional 8 56 
4. Stop Diapason ei 56 
5. Principal , 4 56 
6. Harmonic Flute . 4 56 
7. Fiftéenth : ; ee 56 
8, Mixture Hs er — . 168 
g. Trumpet 8 56 


Swell titi, C C to G, 6 Notes: 


10. Bourdon 160 56 
11. Open Diapason 8 56 
12. Vox Angelica 8 56 
13. Voix Celeste <p 44 
| 14. Gedact 8 56 
15. Principal 4 56 
16. Fifteenth ; : 2 56 
17. Mixture . 3 ranks) 168 
18. Cornopean . . . 8 56 
19. Oboe 8 56 
Choir Organ, CC to G, 6 Notes, 
20. Dulciana 8 56 
21. Gedact 8 56 
22. Flute 4 56 
23. Piccolo 2 56 
24. Clarionet 8 44 
Pedal oil by C C to iB: 30 Notes. 
25. Open Diapason . : ; . 100-7 3". 90 
26. Bourdon. : : - : Ai lira ak 2. 
27. Bass Flute . é ‘ ; i {oi RAG Fe 
28. Trombone . ; ‘ . ‘ PEG a1 «03go 
Couplers. 
29. Swell to Great. 31. Choir to Pedal. 


30. Swell to Pedal. 32. Choir to Swell. 


Great to Pedal on both sides. 
Three Composition Pedals to Great. 
‘Three Composition Pedals to Swell. 


STOCKPORT CHOIR UNION. 


On Monday, March 23rd, a very successful concert 
was given by the Stockport Nonconformist Choir 
Union in the Mechanics’ Institute, under the pre- 
sidency of the Mayor, The chorus numbered about 
150 voices, Mr. Joseph Turner being conductor. An 
orchestra of. thirty performers (conducted by Mr. 
T. Preston) took part in the proceedings. The solo 
vocalists were Miss Ada Lee and Mr. A. S. Kinnell, 
both of whom acquitted themselves to the great satis- 
faction of the audience, excores being numerous. 

The choir gave a capital rendering of ‘Like as a 
Father pitieth” (Hatton); ‘How Lovely are the Mes- 
sengers !” “ Say, Watchman, what of the Night?” (Sul- 
livan); ““Worthy is the Lamb, ” “Tn the Lonely Vale 
of Streams” (Calcott) ; “ Bridal Chorus ” (Cowen). 

A repetition of this concert was given in Wellington 
Road Chapel on the 13th ult., the Rev. H. Ward-Price 
presiding. Mr. H. A. Southworth was a most efficient 


| conductor, and Mr. Herbert Wild did good service at 
the piano. 
_-Mr. T. Preston conducting. The vocalists were Misses 


The band was led by Mr. W. Hancock, 


Entwistle and E. Jarman, and Messrs. J. H. Russell and 
Jos. Turner. 
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FOURTH THOUSAND. 


To THE Rev. J. W. CHALLONER, CLERK IN ORDERS, MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL. 





IF YE LOVE ME 


EASY ANTHEM 


FOR 


BASS OR BARITONE SOLO, AND CHORUS 


COMPOSED BY 


W. HENRY MAXFIELD, 


Mus. Bac., Tor.; F.C.O. 


PricE TWoPENCE. 
Tonic Sol-fa, One Penny. 


LONDON & NEW YORK 


NOVELLO, EWER AND CO. 
MANCHESTER: HIME anp ADDISON, VICTORIA STREET. 





BY THE SAME COMPOSER: 
Fu_t ANTHEM—“‘ IN THE BEGINNING” (Second Edition). 3d. Tonic Sol-fa, 1d. 
a Ee “THE LORD DOTH REIGN” __... ve SM vs a ae 
FESTIVAL MARCH IN A MAJOR (Organists’ Quarterly fournal. Part 88). 
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JE ve lote Me. 


ANTHEM FOR SOLO AND CHORUS. 
St. John, xiv. 15, 16. 
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Fou. Soprano. 





IF YE LOVE ME. 
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Services of Song. 

WITH a little trouble it is possible to compile very 
interesting Services of Song from an ordinary hymn 
book. The following have been prepared from the 
‘Congregational Church Hymnal,” by Mr. J. M. Hutche- 
son for occasional use in George Square Congrega- 
tional Church, Greenock. 


MOSES: A Service or Sona. 
No. Tueme, ScripTurRE REaADINGs. Hymns, ETC. 
1. The goodly babe. Exod. _ ii. 1-10. Hymn 633 . Haverland. 
2. The bittercry . Exod. ii. 23-25 . Hymn 655 . Common- 
wealth 
3. Help athand. . Exod, | iii. 7-10. Hymn 45. Luther's 
Hymn. 
4 Judgments . Ps, Isxviii. 41-53. Hymn 47. St. Faith. 
5: [he appointed 
way . . Exod. xiii. 17-22. Hymn 409. Lux Eoi. 
6. Deliverance . . Exod. xiv. 21-31. Chant 119 . Yones in D. 
7. The wilderness . Exod. xvi. 1-4. Hymn 46. farrant. 
8. Manna . Exod. xvi. 11-15 . Hymn 484. St. George's, 
vv.1,2 Bolton. 
g. The smitten rock Exod. xvii. 1-6. Hymn 415. Olivet. 
ro, Sinai . Exod. xix. 9, 16-18. Hymn 201. Flavian. 
11. A. sanctuary for 
God . . . . Exod. xxv. 1-9, 22. Anthem 56.0 Lord and 
Ruler! 
12. Defections. - Exod. xxxii. 1-4. Hymn 59. Bayxard. 
13. Intercession . . Exod. xxxii. 30°35. Anthem 69. Lord for Thy 
tender, etc. 
14. Pisgah . . Deut. xxxiv. 1-4 


. Hymn 433. St. Margue- 
rite. 


15. ‘*For ever with 


the Lord”. . Deut. xxxiv. 5:8. Hymn 597. Reguiescat. 
Ww. 2, 2,5 
JOHN THE BAPTIST: A Service or Sona. — 

No. THEME, ScripTURE READINGS. Hymns, ETC. 
Opening Hymn . Hymn 13. 4 ddeycombe. 
Prayer. w ¢ « 

1 Prophecies , { in *3} Hymn 102. S¢. George. 

2. Birth Luke i. Eo} Chant 12. Benedictus. 

3. Ministry ohn 1 6-9 . Hymn 188 . Breslau. 

{ Luke | iii. i2loe ,, 48a. xl, 1-11, 
\ Matt. iii. va Chant 131. 28-31. 
’ Luke iii, 7-17 .Hymn 92. St. Oswald. 
4. Baptism of Jesus Matt. iii. 13-end . Hymn 222. Nicea. 
5. John’s Testimony Jenn i. 29-36 . Hymn 77. Palmyra. 
ohn iii, 22-36 . Hymn 247. Come unto 
Me. 
ohn v. 31-38 . Hymn 239. St. Regulus. 
, (3 fatt. iv. 12 
‘6. Imprisonment .~- Mark vi. 17-20 » Hymn 242. S¢.Catherine. 
(Matt. xi. 2-15 j 

7. Death . spoon xiv, 6-12 . Hymn 392. 2 

fRev. vi. grt at are 

8. Reward *URev. vii. 9-27 Anthem 34. pret 


Che bumours of the Scotch 
JOrecentor. 


By J. CUTHBERT HADDEN. 


‘THe Scotch beadle and the Scotch precentor have 
between them furnished wit enough to fill a con- 
siderable portion of all collections of national humour. 
Every Scotchman, in spite of Sydney Smith, is sup- 
posed to be witty (well, of course, there are the excep- 
tions, which prove the rule), but the precentor and the 
beadle would seem to have been endowed with ‘a 
double portion of humour. We say, to have been, 
for, alas! both functionaries are now numbered with 
the decayed and decaying institutions of the country. 
The beadle has blossomed into the church officer ; and 
the precentor, where he has not altogether given place 
to the organist, has become the Conductor of Psalmody 
—~a designation which pleases him much better. By-and- 
by the old-style precentor will have become as extinct 
as the dodo. Before he passes from view, let us look 
at him in his character of humourist. 
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The old precentor was nothing if not conceited. Mr. 
Curwen pictures him as a man whose opinion of him- 
self was in inverse proportion to his knowledge of 
music. It was an, old remark in praise of a precentor 
that “ he had a voice that filled the kirk; and Robert 
Bremner, an Edinburgh musical reformer of the middle 
of last century, tells us that ‘‘when a precentor was 
wanted, the principal qualification was poverty, and a 
loud voice for reading the line—it being’ a matter of no 
consequence whether he knew a note of the music or 
not.” Such a man as this would undoubtedly consider 
himself a light of the musical world ; and, indeed, we 
have abundant evidence to prove that this was the view 
he entertained of himself. Dr. Blair used to tell the 
following anecdote of his precentor with great glee. 
Happening to preach one day at some distance from 
his own church, he next day met that official as he was 
returning home. ‘“ Well,” said the doctor, ‘how did 
matters proceed yesterday at church in my absence ?” 
“Indeed,” replied the precentor, “not very well, I’m 
afraid ; for I wasna there, Doctor, any more than your- 
self.” The late Dr. Begg used to tell a similar story of 
a minister with a conceited precentor. The minister 
remarked one day that the church was full. “ Yes,” 
said the precentor, “when you preach, and I sing, the 
church is generally full.” 

Surely it was conceit, too, that led to the story of 
“The Foxes’ Tails,” which has been elaborated into 
a public reading by a well-known elocutionist. Talking 
one day to his precentor, a country minister ventured 
upon some friendly criticism of the singing of that 
functionary, whereupon the latter remarked that he 
thought the singing would compare very favourably 
with the. preaching. ‘ Well,” said the divine, “we 
will not quarrel; we may each benefit by the other's 
criticism. Now, tell me, candidly, what are the chief 
faults of my preaching?” The precentor declared the 
failing to be exaggeration on a big scale; but the 
minister denying this, it was agreed that if on any 
future occasion the precentor should hear him over- 
stating anything in the pulpit he would pull him up 
there and then by emitting a low, thin whistle. Several 
Sundays passed without the precentor's watchfulness 
being rewarded, At length, lecturing one day on the 
passage which describes Samson as catching three 
hundred foxes, tying them tail to tail, casting firebrands 
in their midst, and starting them among the standing 
corn of the Philistines: ‘My friends,” said he, “ you 
will be wondering in your minds how Samson could 
tie so many foxes tail to tail, for the best man in 
Scotland couldn’t tie two of our foxes’ tails together, 
Samson, however, was the strongest man the world 
has ever seen, and these Eastern foxes, travellers tell 
us, had very long tails—tails, indeed, forty and fifty 
feet long——”. [Precentor whistles.) “1 should have 
said,” continued the preacher, “that—that—is the ac- 
count given by the earliest travellers to the East, and 
that recent investigation has proved its inaccuracy, and 
that these foxes’ tails could not have exceeded twenty 
feet in length” [ Precentor whistles again.) “ Twenty 
feet, did 1 say ?” continued the minister. “Yes, but the 
matter has very recently been commanding attention in 
scientific circ: :s, and it is doubted whether foxes’ tails 
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in any part of the world ever at any time exceeded ten 
or twelve feet ( Another whistle.}- - At this crisis, 
the minister strikes his book with his: clenched ‘fist, 
leans over the pulpit, and exclaims, “TI tell you 
what it is, Sandy Johnston, I'll not take another inch 





| 


off these foxes’ tails, though you sit there and whistle: | 


till the day of judgment !” 

The old practice of reading out the psalm line by 
line before singing—a practice which has not yet died 
out in obscure corners of the country—seems occa- 
sionally to have bordered too closely on the ridiculous 
to be edifying. It is well known that before service 
begins in the country, the congregation collect in little 
groups around the church and discuss the events of 
the day. In old times, however, they used to stand in 


the passages of the church, and gossip together till the | 


minister appeared, when they dispersed to their pews. 
While they were so collected, the precentor was in his 
desk singing a number of verses of a psalm, which he 
gave -out line by line after the manner we have just 
named. In a certain church in Aberdeenshire (the 
story is told of other places) the people used to crowd 
the passages so much that the county families who 





attended church had no little difficulty in getting to | 


their seats. The minister had used every method, by 
expostulation and otherwise, to get them to keep the 
passages clear, but in vain. At last, the precentor 
agreed to try what he could do in the matter. Accord- 
ingly, one Sunday, while he was singing the first verse 
of the first psalm, he observed that the principal heritor 
and his family were prevented by the crowd from 
getting to their places. He at once went down, and, 
after some trouble, succeeded in getting the passage 
cleared. 
the next line of the psalm, which, by a curious coinci- 
dence was, ‘‘Nor stand in sinners’ way.” ‘Another 
story connected with the lining-out custom is that of a 
young man who had been granted a day of the regular 
precentor’s desk in a country church. The first psalm 
given out was ‘the fifth part of the 119th, beginning, 
“Teach me, O Lord, the perfect way!” and this line 
read out with quite exceptional and _ inspiring 
eloquence. On returning to sing it, however, he failed 
somehow to ‘catch on” to the tune. He read the line 
again, but still the desired melody would not come. 
Once more he tried the lining-out, and exclaimed, 
“Teach me, O Lord, the perfect way!” Still being 
unable to raise the tune, an old farmer in the church 
blurted out, “Indeed, laddie, I’m thinking He has much 
need ;” and getting up, in response to a call from the 
minister, he led off the tune, much to the relief of the 
budding precentor, no doubt. Another story is told of 
a minister, who opened the service one Sunday morning 
by giving out a portion of the 71st Psalm, at the seventh 
verse. The precentor, of course, began the lining- 
out— 


he 


“ To many, I a wonder am.” 


Immediately there was a titter throughout the congrega- 
tion, which made the precentor falter so that he began 
to read the line a second time. This only tended to 


increase the merriment. The minister then rose up, 
and, looking down at the precentor, called to him, “So 





He then returned to his place and gave out | 


you are a wonder, John ; turn your wig!” The oddity 
of the precentof’s appearance with his wig misplaced, 
viewed in connection with his “lining-out,” had been 
the cause of all the excitement. 

When this practice of reading the line came to be 
abolished in the towns, a large number of the people 
made strenuous objections. One old woman even de-: 
clared she had Scripture on her side, and cited the 
text, “Line upon line,” in support of her contention !. 
In an Edinburgh church, on the first occasion of the 
practice being given up, the poor precentor was startled 
by a stentorian voice shouting from the gallery, “ Read 
the line, sir!” but it is not recorded that he took any 
notice of the interruption. When the Scottish Para- 
phrases came to be introduced into the churches, there 
was even more excitement than over the “line upon 
line” question. Dr. Paul, of Aberdeen, tells of a pre- 
centor in the church of Old Machar there—a very active 
little man, full of energy and spirit, who was a great 
stickler for the old ways. He had given grievous offence 
to the opposite or innovating party, who on one occasion 
pursued him in the street and threatened him with 
bodily harm. Being bard pressed, he ran up an outer 
stair which led to the second floor of a house, and by 
a great effort clambered on to the roof, where he sat 
with his legs astride on the top, out of the reach of his 
pursuers. When fairly settled, he gave out and sang 
with great spirit the words in one of the psalms :— 


“T watch, and like a sparrow am 
On the house-top alone.” 


It is not recorded that the listeners joined in the singing 
on that occasion ! 
One of the duties of the old precentor was to read 


| the proclamation and other notices before the beginning 








of the service, and many curious blunders are recorded 
in this connection. In one of the seaport towns many 
years ago, when vessels left port members of the 
crew were often commended publicly to the private 
prayers of the congregation. One captain and his good 
lady were prominent members of the little church; 
and the Sunday after the captain’s departure on one 
occasion the written intimation which was handed to 
the precentor read as follows :—“ Captain McPherson 
having gone to sea, his wife desires the prayers of 
the congregation on his behalf.” Whether the pre- 
centor was malicious or not we may not say, but, at 
any rate, by tHe simple misplacement of the comma 
after ‘‘sea,” the congregation were told that, “ Captain 
McPherson having gone to see his wife, desires the 
prayers of the congregation on his behalf.” 

The old precentor was content with a modest selec- 
tion of tunes. There is even a well-authenticated case 
of one bold fellow removing all the difficulties besetting 
the proper selection of a tune to words by singing 
every common metre to one tune, long metre to another, 
and short to a third—an instance of Scotch thrift, 
which reminds one’of the old woman who sang 
Bangor to everything,.no matter what metre or tune 
the congregation were using! Our friend, Mr. Henry 
Dryerre, of Blairgowrie, tells of two enthusiastic sons 
of song who tramped a distance of twenty miles to- 
learn some new tune from a brother precentor, and 
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whistled it all the way back lest they should forget it. 
Mr. Dryerre, by the way, also tells of a strange clergy- 
man preaching in a small country church, who, on 
asking if there was any one present who could lead 
the psalmody, was informed in an accommodating tone 
of voice by one of the rusties that ‘‘He didna ken 
onybody that could sing, but Jock Tamson was a rare 
whustler.” This paucity of church tunes it would seem 
is not altogether a thing of the past. A Glasgow 
divinity student related rather a curious incident, which 
happened in his experience as .“ pulpit supply” not 
many months ago. . He was preaching in a little village 
at Loch Tay, and had just read the chapter introductory 
to his discourse. He was about to give out one of 
those psalms which in Scotland are known as “ peculiar 
metres,” when he heard some one whisper, “ Hist, hey 
man!” This was the old precentor,.who seemed in 
great excitement over something. ‘ Don't-give out that 
one,” he exclaimed, ‘I havena a tune for it. Give me 
a common or a long metre.” The student obligingly 
gave out a common metre, and matters then went on 
all right. After the service was over, the old.man went 
to the student and thus apologized: ‘Man, you. would 
be astonished when I whispered to you, but the fact*is 
I'm only precenting here till they get somebody better. 
I was fifty year old before I began to lead the singing, 
and I am rather old to learn new tunes now.” The old 
man was at least modest. The precentor was not 
always to blame, however, for a lack of tunes in the 
olden times. From long traditional use in the country 
only a dozen melodies came to be recognized as ‘the 
official selection, and some praiseworthy attempts to add 
to the number were not rewarded as they should have 
been. The late Dr. Fletcher, of London, tells a curious 
story in this connection. _ One day the precentor of his 
father’s church at Leith began to sing a tune that was 
not included in the authorized twelve.’ He had scarcely 
got through the first line when the minister jumped up, 
and taking the great pulpit Bible in both hands, came 
down with all his force on the unsuspecting head of 
the poor precentor, daring him ever to-start such a tune 
in his kirk again. 

The feeling against “repeating” tunes at one’ time 
set in with great severity in the country. Mr. Robert 
Ford, in his .newly-published collection of Scottish 
anecdote, tells of a father threatening mortal injury to 
his own son who had dared to “ profane the Word of 
God” by singing a repeat’ tune ‘one Sunday. Another 
precentor was once as effectively corrected for the same 
terrible misdeed. Thinking to steal a march on the 
minister, whose antipathy to the practice was well 
known, he started.a repeating tune one day. As soon 
as his drift became evident, the minister's hand was 
over the pulpit and his fingers among the ‘precentor's 
locks. “Stop, Dauvit, stop!” he shouted. ‘When 
the Lord répeats, we'll repeat, but not till then!” 

Nowadays, four verses of a psalm are considered by 


the older school of divines quite enough for singing at | 


one time, but this would have been looked upon:as an 


easy task by the old-style precentor... It used to be-the | 


custom for the precentor to give out ‘a psalm when 
the minister entered the pulpit, and go on till the 


minister by some sign ordered lim to give over. This’ 





sign was generally made by a tap on the head, which 
was called giving the precentor the ‘‘ putt.” One day 
after entering the pulpit a certain parson fell asleep, 
and the precentor, having sung till he could sing no 
longer, at last came to a halt. This roused the minister, 
who got up in the excited state usual to those who are 
suddenly awakened, and said to the precentor, ‘‘ What 
right had you, Tammas, to stop before ‘you got the 
putt?” To which Tammas sensibly replied, “ It's 
easy for you, minister, to sit sleepin’ there, and to hoid 
me baain’ (bawling) here till there’s scarcely a breath 
in my body.” This reminds us of another anecdote. 
In a rural parish the preacher, not feeling in his best 
“form” one Sunday, gave out a long psalm to be sung, 
not taking into account the precentor’s bad cold, which 
had long since apparently become chronic., The first 
four verses were got through passably, but at the fifth 
the precentor had to give it up»: The minister thus 
unexpectedly deprived of his rest ignored the precentor's 
indisposition, and starting to his feet he thus addressed 
the humble official, ‘If ye make such a. fuss about 
skirlin’ out four verges,of,a psalm, in. the; kigk; how do 
you expect ye're to madnage'to sing througlyalbthe ages. 
of eternity?” These were the days of fre&"Ahd easy 
altercations between pulpit; préecentor, and’ pew. They 
recall another story told of the aforesaid ‘“Tammas.” 
and his ecclesiastical superior. On one occasion, when 
the latter was assimilating the nature of the pastoral 
relation to that of a shepherd: and his sheep, he said, 
“My brethren, supposing me to be the shepherd, and 
you to be the sheep, and Tammas Sangster, the 
precentor, to be the sheep-dog.” But Tammas rebelled 
against this illustration of Scripture, and, turning round 
to the pulpit, said, ‘ Minister, I'll be no man’s sheep- 
dog.” ‘Tuts, tuts,” replied the minister, “I am speaking 
mystically.” ‘No, no,” rejoined Tammas, “I know 
fine ye werena speaking mystically; ye were speaking 
maliciously, and just to make the folk laugh at me 
when we're out about.” _ 

We conclude with a cure for nervousness, which has 
surely tlie merit of being original. We put the matter 
in dialogue form. Young Precentor: “ Man, Tammas, 
there’s one thing bothers me greatly when I'm singing, 
and I can’t get over it; I’m awfully nervous.” Old 
Precentor: “Yes, yes; I was the same when I was 
young, but I found out a cure, and I always kept to it. 
I just put seven or eight coppers in my pocket, and 
when I feel the shakiness beginning I give them a bit 
rattle. It makes me feel kind of—what I, may call— 
independent-like. Try it, man, try it.” 








Mbituarp. 


MR. JOSEPH PROUDMAN, 


-It is: with much regret that we hear of the death, in 


the prime of life and. after a very brief illnéss, of 
Mr. | akon Proudman, which took place at his residence 


in Stoke Newington, on the 21st ult. He had been out 
of health for some time past, but was not considered 
to be dangerously ill; he was in fact able to conduct 
the rehearsal of :his choral society on thé Friday pre- 
ceding his death, but was taken ill during the might 


nanan te rarer eer <2} 


abate 


FO ORY 














76 


THE NONCONFORMIST. MUSICAL JOURNAL. 





[May 1891, 





with a violent attack of pneumonia, which proved to be 
fatal. 

Mr. Proudman’s name has been a household word 
for many years amongst Tonic’ Sol-fa choralists,. who 
have not forgotten ‘the great impetus given to their 
movement by thé success of his noted choir in the 
French international competitions. Since that event, 
he has stood in the very front rank of Tonic Sol-fa 
teachers and conductors, and the singing of ‘‘ Proud- 
man’s Choir” has always formed a prominent attraction 
at the annual Exeter Hall meeting of the Tonic Sol-fa 
College. During recent years Mr. Proudman has given 
special attention to the study of voice-training, and has 
been in constant request both by private pupils and in 
schools and institutions where voice-training classes 
are held. Perhaps, however, he was best known to 
the general public by his work amongst reformatories, 
ragged schools, and similar institutions, and noticeably 
in his capacity as musical instructor of the inmates of 
Dr, Barnardo's Homes. Mr. Proudman seemed to 
have a remarkable faculty for interesting children of 
this class, and their singing under his direction was 
always successful. He had undertaken to conduct the 
children’s concert of 5,000 voices which is to form part 
of the programme at the Crystal Palace celebration of 
the Tonic Sol-fa Jubilee, next July. 

Mr. Proudman was a man of: popular sympathies, 
and had a faculty of humour which made him a highly 
relished speaker at musical gatherings. He was also 
in great demand in former years as a lécturér and 
‘demonstrator ” at meetings in support of the ‘Tonic 
Sol-fa movement. He kept together until’ the last a 
choir, meeting in the City, which gave its chief attention 
to unaccompanied part music,’ which he’ made quite a 
specialty, 

Mr. Proudman took much interest in worship music, 
and was a great advocate of congregational psalmody. 
He held at one time the office of precentor at Regent 
Square, Presbyterian Church, 

G, H. L. 


THAMES: VALLEY NONCONFORMIST CHOIR 
ASSOCIATION, 


THE Ninth Festival Service in connection with the 
Thames Valley Nonconformist Choir Association (one 
of the first offshoots of the great parent Union) was 
held at the Congregational Church, the Vineyard, Rich- 
mond, on Tuesday, the 7th ult., the choirs taking part 
representing Twickenham, Hownslow, Isleworth, and 
Richmond, etc, Owing to a counter-attraction in the 
town the congregation was not Jarge; but, notwith- 
standing, a most successful service was held. Mr, F, 
W. Hidden wielded the ddton,; Mr. T, W. Ireland 
officiating at the organ. The secretary, Mr. Fred. F. 
Freshwater presided at the organ previous to the 
commencement of the service. The Rev. J. Sheward 
(Isleworth) conducted the service, and the Rev. Percy 
Martin, the newly appointed pastor of the church, gave 
a most excellent address on music and singing, urging 
that the singing of the congregation. should be more 
general and hearty. He also referred to the good 
work done by the formation of such an association, as 
the Thames Valley Nonconformist Choir. Association. 
Taking the service as a whole the singing went very 
well, and Mr. Hidden is to be congratulated ‘on havin 

complete command of the choirs. There was a lack 
of expression in the singing, more especially in the 
Sorte passages in the Jubilate. We should be glad to 


know that more choirs in the district connected them- 
selves with this Association. Those who do not belong 
to any union do not know what they lose; the benefits 
of joining together are of great service to the choir- 
masters, Organists, and the choir members themselves, 


| 


| Edith Hands, and Miss Ada Rose. 





Echoes from the Churches. 


(Paragraphs for this column rer reach us by. the 20th of the 
' month. 








METROPOLITAN. 

City.—The City Temple was crowded to its utmost 
capacity on Good Friday morning, when a special 
service—largely musical—was held... Some thousands 
cf. persons were turned away from the doors. The 
Salvation Army Band from the Congress Hall, Clapton, 
played the opening and concluding voluntaries, and a 
choir of Salvationists sang three of their own hymns. 


| Solos were excellently rendered by Mrs. Parker, Miss 


The congregational 
singing of three well-khown hymns was very impres- 
sive. Dr. Parker gave a characteristic address on ‘“ The 
Huxleys of Gadara ; or, What the Neighbours said about 
the Devil and the Pigs.”—On the gth ult., a very suc- 
cessful concert was given in the City Temple by the 
choir and orchestral band connected with the church. 
The. choir sang four pieces very creditably. Mrs. 
Parker, Miss. Hands, Miss Ashley, Miss Blaxter, Miss 
Lily Johnson, and Mr. Alexander Tucker all gave solos 
with much acceptance... Miss Seckington was an effi- 
cient accompanist ; Mr. Minshall conducted. The band 
played the overture to Zampa, a selection from Mari- 
Zana, and the march from Carmen. 

HicHBuRY.—A service of song was given in the 
Wesleyan Chapel on Good Friday. 

IsLINGToN.—A performance of Sir W. Sterndale 
Bennett's Woman of Samaria and Mendelssohn’s Hymn 
of Praise was given.in Union Chapel, on Tuesday 
evening, the 21st ult., before a very crowded congrega- 
tion. The artistes were Mrs. Mary Davies (who took 
the soprano solos in the first work), Miss Maggie Davies 
(those in the second work), Miss Hannah Jones, Miss 
Gwen Davies, Mr. Maldwyn Humphreys, and Mr. David 
Hughes—quite a Welsh company—who all sang their 
music like true musicians with much feeling and effect. 
Mr. Fountain Meen played the whole of the music on 
the organ, the only accompaniment, with wonderful 
ability—a very exacting task, especially when it is 
known that the organist is unable to see the ddfon 
(although various arrangements with mirrors have been 
tried) ; this led to a false start at the commencement 
of the first chorus, which was at once rectified. The 
gem in the Woman of Samaria was the well-known 
unaccompanied quartet “ God is a Spirit,” which was 
sung with great expression, The choruses were very 
effectively rendered by the members of the Psalmody 
Class, although there was occasionally.a certain .want 
of attack, more noticed with the soprano and. tenor. 
Mr. Williamson, the hon. choirmaster of the chapel, 
conducted with much ability, although hampered with 
the unfortunate position of organist and conductor before 
referred to, As is usual at this chapel, applause was 
not allowed, but the quiet, earnest attention that was 
paid showed a thorough. appreciation of the perform- 
ance. Admission was free: by ticket, a collection, being 
made for Mrs., Watts-Hughes's Home for Boys, Barns- 
bury Square, which amounted to £62. 


LAMBETH.—The authorities of Upton Chapel, at a 
recent meeting, decided to mark their appreciation of 
Mr. Ford Benson’s services as organist and choirmaster 
during the last seven or eight years, by presenting him 
with the most practical testimonial in their power. 
They have just, carried this resolution into effect by 
handing to that gentleman a cheque for £10, accom- 
panied by an expression of their high esteem, and.an 
intimation that the amount in question would form 
the first instalment of a considerably increased stipend. 
This is very gratifying, -as an evidence ‘that all Noncon- 
formist Churches are not oblivious of the Divine precept, 
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“ The labourer is worthy of his hire,” in matters musical; 
and is, at ‘the’ saine time; a well-deserved tribute to an 
able and courteous musician, 


PutnEy.—On Tuesday, the 14th ult., the choir of the 
City Temple gave a concert to the patients of the 
Royal Hospital for Incurables. Anthems and _ part- 
songs were given, and solos were rendered by Misses 
Ashley, Blaxter, Johnson, Tidy, and Messrs. Doble and 
Tucker. Miss Bessie Poole played two violin solos, 
and.Mr. J. H. Perfect a piccolo solo. Miss Annie 
Seckington accompanied, and ‘Mr. Minshall conducted. 

STEPNEY, E.—A performance of Handel’s oratorio, 
Samson, was given on the 18th ult., at the Stepney 
Temple (Wesleyan East End Mission), by a choir of 
ninety voices, with soloists, under the direction of 
Mr. Orton Bradley, M.A. (Musical Director to the 
People’s Palace). The accompaniments were played 
on organ and piano respectively by Mr. B. Jackson, 
F.C.O. (Organist to the People’s Palace, E.), and. Mdlle. 


Vani. The work received an excellent rendering, and | 


was well received. The admission was free. 


STRATFORD E,—A most. successful performance of 
the Messiah was given in Carpenters’ Road Chapel on 
Good Friday by the choir, strengthened by assistance 
from Bow Baptist and Blackthorn Street Chapels, and 
other friends. The soloists were: Mrs. A. Morgan, 
Miss M. L. Cole, Mr. E, A. E. Polley, and Mr. R,. J. 
Dobson, whose efforts were received with favourby the 
large audience. The choruses were admirably sung 
by the choir, the performance being conducted by Mr. 
H. W. Braine, choirmaster of the chapel. 


StrRouD GREEN.—On Monday, the 6th ult., Mr. Min- 
shall lectured in Mount View Congregational Church, 
on “Congregational Psalmody.” The Rev. Griffith 
Jones, B.A., the pastor of the church, presided. The 
illustrations (selected from the ‘‘ Congregational Church 
Hymnal,” which has just been introduced) were very 
carefully rendered by the choir. 


WHITECHAPEL. — Mr. F. A: Slater, of Bow, has 
recently rebuilt the organ for George Yard Missicn. 
The instrument now contains fourteen stops. 


PROVINCIAL. 


BANBURY.—A new organ has been opened -in 
Shutford Wesleyan Chapel. 


BESSES (NEAR MANCHESTER).—On Sunday, the 12th 
ult., the school anniversary services were held in the 
*Congregational Church. During the day the following 
selection of music was given, under the direction of 
Mr. Leaver, who presided at the organ. MJorning— 


| 





mentalists were Mdlle. E. Marie Dorlencourt (solo 
pianoforte), and Mr. G. A, Pennington (solo violin). 
The interest of the concert centred in the appearance 
of Mdlle. Dorlencourt, who, although a worshipper at 
the church, had not before.given usa taste of her quality 
as a solo pianist, Mdile. Dorlencourt has studied the 
piano at the Paris Conservatoire of Music, and by her 
Splendid performance of Raff's “La Fileuse,” and, as 
an encore, an impromptu of Chopin’s, as well as of 
the ‘“‘ Scherzo,” by Matthias, at once did:credit to her 
training and industry, and gave infinite pleasure to 
her audience. Almost equal praise is due to Mr. 
Pennington for his admirable playing of a “ Legende ” 
and ‘“ Mazurka,” by Wieniawski, and of Vieuxtemp’s 
‘Fantasie Caprice,” for each of which he received a 
well-deserved encore. Mr. Barben, the organist and 
choirmaster of the church, ably accompanied throughout, 

BOURNEMOUTH. — On. Good Friday ‘evening, the 
members of the Nonconformist Musical Society gave a 
sacred concert inthe Wesleyan Church, Richmond Hill, 


| Admission was free, and the large building was packed 





throughout the whole of the evening. The choirs 
taking part were of the Lansdowne Baptist, Wesleyan, 
Richmond Hill. Congregational, and St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Churches. Mr. M.. Kingston, F.C.O.,. 
presided at the organ, and Dr. W. Lemare acted as 
conductor. .The programme was in three portions, the 
first being Zhe Last Night at Bethany, a work specially 
composed by Mr. C. Lee Williams, organist of Gloucester 
Cathedral, for the Gloucester Musical Festival in 1889, 
The choruses were. well given, and the organ intro- 
duction by Mr. Kingston was: grandly played. The 
next, and without doubt, the most. interesting, item of 
the evening, was a prize festival anthem, entitled 
“Oh sing unto the Lord. a new song!” composed by 
Mr. Kingston, which gained the prize given by the 
NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. It is a magnificent 
work, and was done full justice ‘to by the choirs. The 
concluding portion was Spohr’s oratorio, The Last Judg- 
ment, The choruses were given with great precision, and 
with much effect, particularly in ‘‘ Destroyed is Babylon 
the mighty,” and the grand finale, ‘Great and wonderful 
are Thy works.” The solos in the several works were 
well sung by Mrs. Ball, Miss Blachford, Miss Hillier, 
Miss Wood, Mr. Mannell, Mr. Hope, Mr. Toone, and 
Mr. Hardick.. The whole of the programme was carried 


| out from beginning to end in a very praiseworthy 


| manner, and very few of the audience left before the 


close, although it was not until rather late that the end 
was reached.. The society deserves every credit for 


| their successful efforts. 


Introit, “ Lord of all power and might” (E. Minshall) ; | 
anthem, “Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house” | 


(Berthold Tours) ; offertory sentence, “Lay not up for 
yourselves” (Edmund Rogers). A/ternoon—Introit, 
‘“Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem” (Dr. Leslie). 
Evening—lintroit, “It is ever meet” (arranged by 
Samuel Smith) ; anthem, “In Thee, O Lord, have I put 
my trust!” (Jackson); offertory sentences, No. 4 and 5 
(T. Mee Pattison). The “ Sevenfold Amen” (Stainer) 
was sung after the Benediction was pronounced. 


Bo._ton.—The winter session of the Mutual Im- | 


provement Society, in connection with St. George’s 
Road Congregational Church, was brought to a close 
on the evening of Tuesday, March 24th, by a very 
successful concert. An excellent programme of vocal 
and instrumental music had been provided, which the 
large audience duly appreciated. The vocalists were: 
Master Shaughnessy (soprano), Miss Elsie Harker 
(contralto), Mr. E. H. Williams (tenor), and Mr. C. H. 
Ratcliffe (bass), all of whom acquitted themselves 
admirably. The pastor of the church, the Rev. J. R. 
Wolstenholme, M.A., gave two readings. The instru- 


BRIGHTON.—A new organ’ was’‘opened in Norfolk 
Road: Wesleyan Church on the 2nd ult. 

BristoLt.—Mr. G. B. Smart, organist of Gideon 
Chapel, has been presented with a musical album ‘om 
resigning his appointment. 

‘CARDIFF. — On Good Friday, Farmer's oratorio, 
Christ and His Soldiers, was performed in Hannah 
Street Congregational Chapel. The soloists were :— 
Mrs. Mary Davis Evans (soprano), Miss M. J. Davies 
(contralto), Mr, Alfred Jenkins (tenor), Mr. J. F. Proxd 


. (bass), with full orchestral accompaniment. The parts 





were well sustained, and very successfully rendered. 
One piece, an unaccompanied quartette, “Jesus died 
for'us,” was particularly good, and was encored. There 
was a large congregation present, who thoroughly 
enjoyed the singing —On Sunday, the 5th ult., the last 
service of the series of special Sunday afternoon 
services for the péople was held in the Park Hall, 
which was crowded in every part. Mr. E, R. Moxey 
presided. Rev. Dr. Keen delivered an earnest address, 
During the service Madame Belle Cole (the eminent 


contralto) sang with much felling, ““Entreat me not to: 
leave Thee,” from Ruth,’ and the ‘choir, under the: 
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leadership of Mr. Jacob Davies, gave the “ Hallelujah 
Chorus.” The services will be renewed next winter.— 
The closing soirée of the Mutual Improvement Society, 
in connection with Roath Road Wesleyan Chapel, took 
place on the 14th ult., when an excellent musical. pro- 
gramme was gone through.—The series of midday 
concerts for working men, in connection with Hannah 
Road Chapel, was brought to a. conclusion on Wed- 
nesday, the 15th ult. The schoolroom was crowded 
in every part; the audience was composed entirely of 
working men. During the proceedings the Rev. A. R. 
Ezard, the pastor, received a handsome presentation 
from the men employed at the West Yard Engineering 
and Goods Department of the Taff Vale Railway, as 
a “mark of, respect,” for his kindness in providing 
so many, interesting and gratuitous entertainments, 


CHALFON? ‘ST. GILES.-A concert was given on 
Thursday. the 2nd ult., ‘in the Congregational Chapel, 
by the choir, who met in the schoolroom at 5.30 p.m., 
by the kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs, C. R. Marchant, 
where they were very liberally entertained with a first- 
class tea. Tea over, the concert commenced at 7 p.m.; 
when Mr. F. Marchant presided. 'and introduced the 
programme in an able manner. ‘This consisted of 
anthems, quartets, duets, solos, readings, and recita- 
tions, which were given in a very creditable manner, 
considering it was their first appearance at such work. 
Mr. A. Keen (choirmaster), presided at the harmonium. 
A collection was taken in the interval between the two 
parts of the programme, in aid of the choir fund. Votes 
of thanks were heartily accorded to the chairman, the 
choir, and Mr. Marchant for the tea. 

CHELTENHAM.—On Sunday, the 22nd ult., after even- 
ing service, an excellent selection of music was given 
as a service of praise in the Congregational Church, 
which was greatly appreciated by a congregation of 
nearly eight hundred people. The choir sang “How 
Lovely are the Messengers!” “O Gladsome Light!” and 
“Abide with Me” (Barnby). Solos from the Messiah 
were also rendered. Mr. A, G. Bloodworth presided at 
the organ very efficiently. 

Cuepstow,—On Good Friday a sacred concert was 
held in the Congregational Church,. when the choir, 
assisted by a few friends from the Baptist Church, 
rendered Dr. Stainer’s Crucifixion, ~The principal 
soloists were :. Mr. W. Jakeway (of Newport), tenor, 
the Rev..J. H. Stephens and Mr. John Griffiths (bass), 
‘The quartette, ‘‘God. so loved the. world,” was nicely 
sung, without accompaniment, by Mrs. E. W. Williams 
(soprano), Mrs. G. W. Sargent (alto), Mr. W, Jakeway, 
and Mr. J. Griffiths. The choruses were conducted by 
the Rev. J. H. Stephens, the pastor; and the organist, 
Mr. W, Thomas, junr., presided at the organ. | 


CLEETHORPES.—On Good Friday Farmer's oratorio, 
Christ and His Soldiers, was rendered in the Dun- 
combe.Street Wesleyan Chapel by the Duncombe Street 
and Cleethorpes Wesleyan combined choirs. The solos 
were sung by Mrs. Taylor, Miss Lawler, aud Messrs, 
Dawson and Whitelaw. On Easter Sunday, in the 
afternoon, the service was repeated in the Cleethorpes 
Wesleyan Chapel, the solos being taken by Mrs. Taylor, 
Miss Lawler, and Messrs. Lloyd, Weatherby, and Ross. 
Both services were conducted by the composer, John 
Farmer, Esq., of Balliol College, Oxford, who also 
accompanied, most of the, solos on the pianoforte. Mr. 
H. Abbott. presided at the organ at. Duncombe Street, 
and Mr. F. W, Mackrill at Cleethorpes. The chapels 


were crowded on both occasions, there being about | 


1,000 and 1,200 people respectively. At the close of 
the Good Friday service Mr. Farmer gave. a short but 
very interesting address on the oratorio, which was 
much appreciated by.the large audience, The collec- 
tions were in aid of the choir funds. 











| most appreciative audience. 
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DRONFIELD.—A new organ, costing £250, has been 
opened in the Congregational Church by Mr. G. Wilkin. 

ENDERBY.—A new organ has been placed in the 
Congregational Church, 

FROME.—Mozart’s 7welfth Mass, selections from the 
Messiah,’ and Handel's Fourth Organ Concerto were 
performed on Good Friday in Wesley Chapel. The 
choir had been very carefully trained by Mr. T. Grant, 
who ably conducted the concert. An orchestra of about 
fifteen players occompanied in a very capable manner. 
Mr. H. Millington presided at the organ, and rendered 
very efficient service. The soloists were: Miss Annie 
Lea, Mrs. Phillips, Mr. Blenkhorn, and Mr. Thomas, 
all of whom sang to the evident satisfaction of the 
large audience. From beginning to end the concert 
was a thorough success, and.reflects the greatest credit 
upon all concerned. 

HARPURHEY.—The service of praise, consisting of 
twenty old Methodist tunes and anthems, which was 
given a few weeks ago in the Harpurhey Wesleyan 
Chapel, and which proved so eminently successful, was 
repeated (by desire) on Monday evening, the 13th ult. 
The band and chorus numbered about one hundred 
performers, Mr. H. A. Ricketts (the organist, etc., of 
the chapel) conducting. A large number availed them- 
selves of the opportunity afforded of again hearing 
the service, which was very.satisfactorily rendered. The 
Rev. W. Dixon gave several short addresses during 
the service. 

HEtston.—The choirs of the United Methodist 
Chapels in this district have recently held a festival, 
Mr. Clemens, of Redruth, presiding at the organ. 
There was a very large audience. 

HEREFORD.—A new organ has been opened in 
Commercial Road Baptist Chapel. 

HINCKLEY.—Mendelssohn's Forty-second Psalm was 
given by a band and chorus in the Congregational Church, 
on Sunday, the 5th ult. Mr. T. Kiddle conducted, and 
Mr. I: Buswell, presided at the organ. The pastor, the 
Rev. A. Calvert, gave a suitable address. 


LISKEARD,—A service of song, entitled “ Father, come 
Home,” was given very efficiently in Dean Street 
Baptist Chapel, on Good Friday. 

LIVERPOOL.—Mr. W. H. Jude, organist of Myrtle 
Street Chapel, is going on tour to Australia. He has 
received presentations from the choir and congregation. 


LowesTorr.—‘ Cloud and Sunshine”. was the titlee 
of a sacred cantata given in the Methodist Free Church 
by the choir, assisted by friends. There was a large 
audience. The solos were taken by Mrs. Catchpole 
(soprano), Mrs. Robert Mallett (contralto), Mr. J. Ward 
(tenor), and Mr. W. Whitehead (bass). Mr. C. Mallett 
acted as conductor, and Mrs. J. W. Hame efficiently 
presided at the organ. The choir was augmented for 
the occasion by a number of children’s voices, and their 
singing proved most.effective. The solos were all well 
rendered ; the soprano solo, “ The reeds of the shep- 
herds,” with flute obligato, being especially effective, as 
was the duet for alto and tenor, “ And the Lord went 
before ;” while the trio for female voices, ‘The waves 
whisper peace,” was also much appreciated. Great 
praise is due to Mr. Mallett for the able manner in 
which he had trained the chorus. All the choruses 
went well, and showed great attention to details, the 
most effective, perhaps, being ‘‘Oh, the way is long 
and weary!” which was sung by a chorus of children’s 
voices. 


NEWMARKET.—On Good Friday evening an organ 
recital and sacred concert was given in the Congrega- 
tional Church, which. was. filled in every part with a 
The choir sang very 
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creditably—" And the Glory of the Lord,” “ Behold the 
Lamb of God,” and “ Worthy is the Lamb,” from the 
Messiah. Miss Helen Saunders, of the Royal Academy, 
gave a very artistic rendering of “ The Reaper and the 
Flowers” (Cowen), ‘“‘ The Worker” (Gounod), “The 
Better Land” (Cowen), and “Tears” (Cowen), and 
had to give two other solos as encores. Miss Challands, 
a blind vocalist, sang “I will sing of Thy great mercies” 
and “Glory to Thee, my God, this night” with much 
taste and refinement. Messrs. A. S. Wigg and A. C. 
Bly also received much applause for their careful sing- 
ing. Mr. Minshall presided at the organ, and, besides 
playing seven solos, accompanied throughout. 


Newport (Mon.).—On Good Friday last the choir | 


of Wesley Chapel gave a fine rendering of Sir John 
Stainer’s Crucifixion. The solos were taken by Mr. 
]. A. White (tenor), and Mr. Charles Clements (bass). 
Mr. Graham White presided at the organ. The chapel 
‘was crowded to its utmost capacity. 

NoRTHAMPTON.—Farmer's “Christ and His Soldiers” 
was recently given in Queen’s Road Wesleyan Chapel 
to an overflowing audience. 

NorTH ForDINGHAM.—A new organ has been opened 
in the Congregational Church by Mr. J. F. Shepherd, 
of Mansfield College, Oxford. 

NorTH SHIELDS.—A miuisical festival was held in 


Friday. 

NOTTINGHAM.—A sacred concert was given in Wesley 
Chapel on Good Friday, when solos were excellently 
sung by Madame Fanny Lymn, Miss Hugh, Miss A. 
Johnson, and Miss Derbyshire.—The quarterly choir 
festival was held in High Pavement Chapel, on Sunday, 
the 12th ult., when collections were taken in aid of the 


choir fund. The morning anthem was, “ Rejoice in, 


the Lord,” by Arthur Page. It was well rendered by 
the choir, and proved acceptable to the congregation, 
the middle movement (duet for tenors and basses) 
being much jappreciated. At the evening service Mr. 
Hugh sang a bass solo from Smart's Jacob (“The 
Good Shepherd”) very tastefully, and the choir sang 
“ Great and Glorious” (Haydn) with good effect. This 
chorus is arranged to English words from Haydn's 
Fourth Mass by Henry Farmer, and is very suitable 
for festivals. The congregation joined heartily in the 
hymns and chants, which on these occasions are 
selected from well-known sources, with a view to se- 
curing to the congregation an enjoyable share in the 
‘devotional service. Mr. W. Wright presided at the 
organ. 

OXENHOPE.—A new organ has been opened in Lower- 
town Wesleyan Chapel by Dr. Spark. 

TUNSTALL.—A new organ has been opened in the 
Wesleyan Chapel. 

WorksoP.—The performance of a cantata in the 
‘Congregational Church, on Good Friday, realized 
43 10s. towards the debt fund. 

WHITSTABLE. — Miss Wills, the organist of the 
Wesleyan Chapel, has been presented by the con- 
gregation with a marble timepiece, on the occasion of 
her marriage. 


Correspondence, 
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( We shall be glad to receive communications from any of our 
readers on questions likely to be of general interest.) 





THE NONCONFORMIST CHOIR, UNION 
PROGRAMME. 


To the Editor of THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL, 
DEAR S1rR,—The Book of Music for the Festival at 


the Crystal Palace, on June 6th, is before me. I feel : 


sure the choirs generally will agree that the.committee 
of the Union have made a wise and useful selection of 
pieces, and the programme as a whole is popular and 


| interesting. If the choirs carefully prepare the music, 


we ought to have a first-rate festival. 

Personally, I should like to see an additional item in 
the day's proceedings another year—one that I venture 
to think would be very attractive, and really very bene- 
ficial to choirs—namely, a choir competition. Would 
it not be possible to have a competition at 12 or 1 o'clock 
in the day? The committee, might select an anthem 
or part-song as the test piece. Many choirs would, 
I believe, enter for a contest of this kind, and the 
preparation for it would greatly improve our choir sing- 
ing. The Union has this year very wisely encouraged 
Nonconformist composers by offering a prize for the 
best anthem. , Next year they might with great advantage 
(to. competing choirs at any rate) offer a prize for the 
best rendering of a.certain piece. I should be glad to 


| know. what. other choirs think of this suggestion.—I am, 


yours truly, 
A CHOIRMASTER. 





To the Editor of THE NONCONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL. 
DEAR S1R,—Is it necessary to.always hold the Annual 


| Crystal Palace Festival on a Saturday? To many 





Saville Street Primitive Methodist.Chapel on Good | country choirs this is a most inconvenient day ; in fact, 


it is utterly impossible for them to attend, as business 
prevents them leaving home. ‘Could it be arranged to 
hold the Festival on a Monday in 1892 ?—I am, yours 


truly, 
ENQUIRER. 


| [The Committee are aware that to some, Saturday is 


not a convenient day. But they do not know how 
many: choirs are kept. away on that account, nor 
do they know how many of those choirs who. now 
take part would not attend if the day was altered. 
We should be glad to have some definite information 
on these points to offer tothe Committee. Friends, 
therefore, are invited to send us their views upon 
the matter.—Ep. N.M.J.] 





Reviews, » 

George Alexander Macfarren : His Life, Works, and 
Influence. By Professor H.C. Banister. (Geo. Bell & 
Sons, York Street, Covent Garden, W.C.)—This is a 
very interesting record of the life of the late Principal 
of the Royal Academy. It bristles with information 
from beginning to end. That Macfarren was a man 
of strong and firm opinions noné ‘can doubt; but, 
unfortunately, this characteristic occasionally. teok the 
form of: obstinacy. His opinion of. congregational 
singing he once expressed. in a: letter to Mr. Gilbert 
Scott as follows: .“‘On the question proposed'to me, 1 
think, that if the object be to lead congregational singing, 
or, more properly expressed, to drown the inaccuracies 
of unskilled vocalists, a large, coarse-toned organ may 
be highly desirable.” . This sneer is perfectly harmless. 
As Macfarren was certainly not a church-goer, his views 
concerning congregational singing are not of much 
value. Mr. Banister, who was intimately acquainted 
with him, gives the story of his life in full detail, and 
in a very readable style. The volume is nicely got up. 

The Organist s Quarterly Journal. Part xc: (The 
London. Music Publishing Co., 7, Great Marlborough 
Street, W.)—The principal feature of this number is 
“ A Little Organ School,” comprising seven short (and 
most of them easy) pieces by Sir Robert Stewart, of 
Dublin. These little pieces will be interesting to 
young students. A /argo, by Thomas Sharples, F.C,O., 
will be appreciated by more advanced players. 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimitiis in ¥ flat, by George J. 
Kimmins, A.C.O, (Novello & Co, 3¢.)—Mr. Kimmins, 
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a very promising young composer, has evidently already | 
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acquired the skill of writing effectively without much | 


complication. We have in this composition a very 
successful setting, which will be found a.useful and 
popular addition to the répertoive of any choir. 
Te Deum. 
Manchester. 2d¢.)—A simple congregational setting. 
Morning Appeareth. Part Song. By G. A. Black- 
burn. 2d¢.—A melodious little composition in } time. 
Figured Bass, By George Oakey, Mus. Bac. (J. 
Curwen & Sons, 8 &9, Warwick Lane, E.C.  1Is.)— 
Mr. Oakey says his design is “to meet the want often 
expressed by students of harmony, of a short treatise 
that should not only explain the main features of the 
system, but should show its application in all the 
various combinations and devices found in modern 
harmony.” The subject is treated in a simple and 
plain manner, which students will fully appreciate. 
Christ's Invitation to Children. A Sunday School 
Festival Anthem. By F. C. Hathaway. (Messrs. Weekes 
& Co., Hanover Street, W. 6d.)—This composition is 
written for a choir and scholars. It contains much 
variety, and is not difficult. 


Co Correspondents. 

A. G.—No. You are quite mistaken. 

C. J.—The Voluntaries in the Organists’ Magazine 
are perfectly simple so far as the pedal part is con- 
cerned. Try the first three numbers, and we believe 
you will find them useful. : 

CHOIRMASTER.—It is published in Novello’s ‘ Octavo 
Anthem ” Series. 

“Not A WINNER.”—We shall publish the prize 
arrangement of ‘‘ Come, let us join our cheerful songs!” 
next month. It will Le found very useful for Sunday 
School anniversaries. 

A. T. THompson, —You will get it at Messrs. Curwen’s, 
Warwick Lane. 

S. F.—The Festival will take place at the Crystal 
Palace on June 6th, at 4 p.m. We are sorry you are 
too late in your application, but you must remember 
‘First come, first served.” Apply before Christmas 
for next year’s Festival. 

THE {cliowing are thanked for their letters: A. J. 
(Cambridge), C. T. (Durham), F. A. M. (Glasgow), 
J. A. L. (Birmingham), .H. R. (Eye), C. A. S. (Derby), 
V. T. P. (Stourport), J. J. R. (Swansea), E..A. (Ross), 
T. J. (Newport), B. C. (Highbury), S. D. (Camberwell), 
T. F. (Lambeth), W. N. (Dewsbury). 





Staccato Motes. 


Dr. JOACHIM has recently had £1,000 presented to 
him by his German friends on the occasion of the 
fiftieth anniversary of his public life. The amount has, 
by his direction, been invested, the interest to be ex- 
pended annually in the purchase of good violins and 
violoncellos for poor students. 

A CENTRAL Council of Church Bellringers has been 
formed. At the first. meeting, ‘How to modify the 
harshness of noisy bells” was discussed. 


M. Carronus, the eminent violinist, has just returned 


from a pleasure trip to the Cape. 

Mackenzir's Dream of Jubal was given at the 
Crystal Palace Saturday Concert on the 4th ult. 

THE members of the musical profession in the Liver- 
pool district have requested their representatives to 
oppose the Teachers’ Registration Bill now before 
Parliament. 

THE Musical Guild (composed of ex-students of the 


Royal College of Music) commence a series of concerts 


on the 6th inst. 


By G. A. Blackburn, (Hime & Addison, | 
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ARRANGEMENTS are nearly complete ‘for the produc- 
tion of the work which Mr. Isidore de Lara has composed 
to a libretto adapted from Sir Edwin Arnold's poem, 
“ The Light of Asia.” ' 

Mr. HamisH McCunn will write a new opera, 
founded on Rider Haggard’s ‘‘Cleopatra,” for Mr. 
.D'’Oyly Carte. 

Mr. Barnsy is much better for his rest and change. 


AmoncstT the gentlemen called on to examine the 
students of the Royal College of Music at the recent 
examinations were M. Alexandre Guilmant, M. Ysaye, 
Signor Piatti, Mr. August Manns, and Mr. Henry Irving. 


Dr. EDwarD DEARLE—probably the oldest of the 
English Mus. Docs.—is dead. He took his degree in 
1836. 

MADAME PATTI sang at Buda-Pesth last month for 
a fee of £600, or £200 less than she receives in London. 


A DAUGHTER of Dr. Joachim, the famous violinist, 
has made her début at Elberfeld Opera House. : 


Mr. A. C. SwInBuRNE has written, and Dr. Hubert 
Parry has undertaken to set to music, an ode to com- 
memorate the 450th anniversary of Eton College. 


Mr. SANTLEY has met with with great success in 
Canada. ; 

HERR FRaANz NERUDA, brother of Lady Hallé, and 
well known as a violoncello player, has been appointed 
conductor of the Court concerts at Stockholm. 

Mr. J. S, CuRweEN has, very opportunely, called 
attention to the fact that oratorio is banished from 
Exeter Hall by the present proprietors. 

Mr. FREDERIC LAMOND, a pupil of Liszt, created a 
most favourable impression at the Crystal Palace on 
the 11th ult. 

THE row of carriages waiting at the Opera at Covent 
Garden one night last month was over half a mile in 
length. It was on the occasion of the re-appearance 
of De Reszke Brothers. : 

Gounop’s Mors e¢ Vita was performed by the Royal 
Choral Society on the 15th ult., Madame Albani, Miss 
Hilda Wilson, Messrs, Lloyd and Watkin. Mills sustain- 
ing the solo parts. 

PROFESSOR BRIDGE lectured on “ Maggini and the 
Violin,” “The Rondo Form,” and ‘Shakespeare and 
Music,” at his Gresham College Lectures, on the 21st, 
22nd, and 23rd ult. 


Miss MACINTYRE has gone to the Mediterranean for 
a rest. 


Accidentals. 
AT a Soirée musicale :-— 

“And now, darling, that we are at last alone in this. 
retired corner, fer away from the guests, I can tell you 
how much I love you.” 

“ Impossible, for mamma has just gone to the piano, 
and everybody will be rushing in here to get out of the 


way.” 
’ “¢ 





AN old cynic remarks that if some of the keys of a 
piano were utilized to lock it up, this world would: be 
a little brighter. c 





HERE is an inscription which may be found on.a 
tombstone beneath a yew tree in Forden Churchyard,. 


| near Welshpool :— 


‘“ Beneath this tree lies singers three, 
One tenor and two basses; 
Now they're gone, ’tis ten to one 


If three such take their places.” ys. 0 

















